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gard to sea-power, it is vital for us to make up for lost time. Germany's development to a world-power in trade and industry obviously includes the best means of keeping her superfluous population German. This development is as irresistible as a natural law. If one tried to dam it up, it would break down the dams. The points of contact and of conflict with other nations naturally increased during such a process of commercial and industrial development, and sea-power is therefore indispensable if Germany is not speedily to decline. This raises political considerations, affecting alliances, which are outside my authority."
In January, 1900,1 pointed out to the Emperor that our navy programme would never be sufficient to threaten England with attack. The battle fleet, I said, was never intended for war on the high seas, but solely for the defence of home waters, and it would be a mistaken procedure to go ahead with the second section of the navy awaiting development, the foreign-service fleet, before the battle fleet had materialized.1
The foreign-service cruisers for which we had asked had actually been refused by the Reichstag, which had of course to make some reduction.2 The military issue
11 made use of the occasion once again to recommend to the Emperor more reticence in his public statements.
2 As we could not put down more than three big ships in the year, owing to the limitations of our technical arrangements as well as the difficulties of increasing the personnel, the six cruisers which were cancelled were not ordered until 1906. Thus the cancelling of them did not really amount to anything. On the occasion of their rejection, however, in 1900, I remarked that we would introduce a supplementary demand for them within the specified period. Hence the demand for these cruisers in